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Post-COVID World Order, New Cold
War, and Peace in East Asia

Chung-in Moon
Special Advisor to the ROK President for National Security and Foreign Affairs

Covid-19: Fact Check

» world-wide population of Covid-19 infected: over 53 million (as of
November 20, 2020)

» world-wide deaths from Covid-19: 1.3 million
« sudden impacts on the US and Western European Countries

» China and North Korea are the only two countries that claim
pandemic free
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Covid-19 and Sudden impacts:

New Normal in Domestic Life

« Economic impacts: Great Depression, Great Recession, and Great
Lockdown

+ Social impacts: Routinization of virtual reality, widespread
depression, the advent of surveillance society, and social distance
and fragmented society

* Political impacts: rising conflicts among the state, community, and
individuals/ pandemic crisis and domestic political leadership

Covid-19 and international impacts

» Changing conception of security: from military to human security
and from national to global security

* Vaccine nationalism and the crisis of international leadership
« Pandemic and impacts on war and peace
* Fear of Yellow peril and clash of civilization

« Pandemic and uncertain future

21



Covid-19 and New World Order

» Walled City and New Medieval Age
« Pax American Il

+ Pax Sinica

» Pax Universalis

« Status Quo (improved, worsened, or continuation) and New Cold
War Order

The most likely future in East Asia:
Worsened Status Quo and the advent of New Cold War

» American declaration of new cold war (Mike Pompeo speech at the Nixon
Library on July 23, 2020)

+ Rejection of Chinese communism
« Rejection of Chinese hegemonic ambition
* Rejection of Chinese protectionism and techno-nationalism

* Preemptive neo-containment: “Change China before China changes the
world.”
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Emerging Faces of New Cold War

+ Geopolitical containment (Indo-pacific strategy, Quad alliance)
+ Geo-economic decoupling (Economic Prosperity Network)

+ Techno-alliance (global clean network/ blocking China's access to
technology)

« Value alliance (coalition of democracies)

Implications for East Asia

* Revival of bloc diplomacy and divided East Asia

« rising military tensions and flash points (Cross-strait, South China
Sea, East China Sea, and the Korean peninsula)

« economic decoupling, diminishing people's welfare, and end to East
Asian regionalism

« Another 100 years' new cold war? We cannot tolerate it.
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Catastrophe can be and should be avoided

- Revival of new cold war will be a catastrophe to every nation in East Asia. It will involve a negative
sum game in which no one gains and everyone loses.

« New cold war should be and can be avoided. We cannot let an East Asian peace slip away. We
should make every effort to prevent such a move.

« The US. and China should engage in constructive dialogue and should find ways to avoid the
collision course. In so doing, as Dr. Henry Kissinger said, Beijing and Washington should learn how to
facilitate co-evolution. They should get away from the logic of great power rivalry and zero-sum
game.

» Political leadership in China, Japan, and South Korea should meet and seek solutions to the escalating
pattern of China-US relations.

= Transnational networks of civil society should be activated and should undertake actions to prevent
such catastrophic developments.

Peace on the Korean peninsula is the right
pathway to a lasting peace in East Asia

» The Korean peninsula still remains the most volatile flashpoint in East Asia.

» The revival of new cold war in the region will perpetuate national division and conflict
between the two Koreas.

* Peace in Korea can lead to a lasting peace in East Asia.
* A simultaneous pursuit of denuclearization and peace regime on the Korean peninsula
is an essential part of peace-making in Korea and East ASia.

» The end to Korean War Declaration, Transformation of Armistice Agreement into a
Peace Agreement, and Lasting Peace in Korea: A Right Sequence.

» Northeast Asia Public Health Initiative and Inter-Korean Cooperation on the COVID-19
are the essential prerequisite for peace-making and peace-building in Korea

10
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